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FOR ONE BRIEF MOMENT 
1? FOUN? LOVE. ONE 
OF HICKS GRUNTS--A 
MARINE NAME? BUTLER 


WHAT I IT ABOUT LiFe 
THAT AS SOON AS YOU 
FIN? SOMETHING GOOP-- 
IT'S TAKEN AWAY FROM 
4Ov7 


IT EXPLAINED THE 
RESILIENCE OF 
CREATURES LIKE 
THE ALIEN. 


1 COLL? FEEL THE 
PANIC RISING IN MH 
CHEST. CHOKING 
CLALSTROPHOBIC. 


‘Y 4 FIRST INSTINCT WAS TO 
~~ HIPE-- JUST LIKE ACHERON- 


(ver uke eat 


SESS 
THEY DON'T UNDERSTAND FEAR, 
THEY DONT LNPERSTAN? 
ANYTHING BEYOND THEIR 
OWN EXISTENCE. 


THAT'S WHAT THE ENEMY 
PEPENZS ON. HUMAN-- 
ALIEN-- THEY RELY ON 
THAT FEAR 10 ENCURE. 


L KNEW ft WOLLT HAVE TO 
BECOME LiKE THEM TO 
SURVIVE. 





IT HAP BEEN FOUR HOURS 
SINCE WE? BEEN BOARDED. STEPHENS 
WHO THE HELL WERE THEYT THis WAS ACE? BENSON 
SOLIERST MERCENARIEST ZASIER THAN AN? MEBKER ANP 
10 HOPER IP HOU DUMPE? THE Borie 
‘S POVBLE-CHELIK BEFORE We 


THE INBOARD OtKE?-- Te 
ROSTER? BEST OF THE 


COMPLEMENT IS 
ACCOUNTED 
FOR, 


If AIPN'T MATTER. IT WOLLON'T 
HAVE MATTERED TO THEM. 


NO WONDER 
STEPHENS CHEWE? MY ASS 
OVER PACKING PLASMA RIFLES. 
HE WAS AFRAID We'? Use 
THEM AGAINST YOU. 


T STILL CAN'T 
FIGURE WHERE THE 
CORPORATION FOUND? THE 
BALLS TO INTERCEPT A 
GOVERNMENT SHIP ON 
A CLASSIFIED 
MISSION-- 


&S 


L THINK YOU'LL 
FIN? THE CORPORATION 
CAPABLE OF ALMOST 
ANYTHING. 


We STILL BELIEVE JESUS, 

IN FREE ENTEPRIsE-- AoE nie 
CAPITAL [S/. AND I'M AFRAIZ ore “as 
HOUR GOVERNMENT WANTS TO honed 

KEEP THE ALIEN LIFEFORM BO AERON, Cts 


WHAT THEY 
FOR ITSELF ee ree 


We EARTH 
GOVERNMENT? YO 
MAKE IT SOUND LIKE 
THE CORPORATION |S 
AN INPEPENZANT 
STATE-- 
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HOU'LL STAY 
WITH Me ABOARD THE 
BENEDICT. HOLR MEN 
SEEM TO RESPECT 4Ov-- 
I MIGHT BE ABLE 
10 LOE THAT 





4OU'VE ALREAPY 
GOT THOSE THINGS ON 
BABTH--WHY NOT IDS 

Aitt V6 AN? BE 

PONE WITH IT7 








OH, BUT SONS FAS 
YOV'RE GOING 
10 Vig-- REST 
ALSURE? OF 

THAT. 


YOU UNDERSTAND 
THE CALL OF 
SCIENCE. 


we'Re 
CHARGED WITH 
INVESTIGATING 
THB HOMEWORLZ 
BEFORE RETURNING 


"A CORPORATION LiKe 
BIONATIONAL SLCC BES BY 
STAYING ONE STEP IN FRONT 
OF THE COMPETITION. IN 
FIVE YEARS THE ALIEN WILL 

BE OBSOLETE-- HOSE. 
WE'LL NZZD TO FIN? NEWER, 
SUPERIOR BIOLOGICAL 
WEAPONS. 





WERE PICKING 
UP S0ME BURN ON 


wea. por 
DOWN NEAR THE 
THE OUTER HULL- FORMATION AN? 
GROUN? SCANNERS 
ARB STARTING TO 


DISPATCH THE 





fh 


RECORGERS ARE LP--THEY'RE 
GOING 70 WANT THIb ON Viet. J 


of THEN ROP THE MARINES ).0°* 
{ANZ ENJOY THE SHOW. = 5 
= 


— 


THE ATMOSPHERES 


MARGINAL, BUT THERE ARE 
ONLY BNOUGH MASKS FOR LS 
GOO? bb, HELL, THOUGH, 
YOU'RE ROUGH, TOUGH 
MARINES. 


COME ON--4OU 
REAP THE POCUMENTATION. 
THE ADULTS ARE A BITLH, 
Bur THEA GROLNP 
7 


ONCE THE 
CRABLIKE THINGS 


ATTACH TO A HOST, THEY 
GO DORMANT. WE PICK 





1 KNEW I WOUL? HAVE 
TO KILL THEM, 


THE OLET WORMEP 
THROUGH, THE SHIR 
SEPARATE? BH AN 
INTRICATE NETWORK 
OF AvTOMATIC 
INTERIOR VOORS. 


THE ALIENS LSeg 
SIMILAR TUNNELS 
TO ATTACK US ON 
ACHERON. 


Convene eaoM te He INTAUZERS WERE 
MARINES BLASTERS, CALM, CONFIPENT THAT 
PROBABLY THAT PIECE . THEY ‘WERE IN COMPLETE 
OF SUIT STEPHENS. CONTROL. pEsrire 
\ Z RIPLEY WARNINGS, 
HICKS AND Hie 
MARINES MATE A SIMILAR 
MISTAKE ON ACHERON 


If WAS A MATTER OF 
PERCEPTION. THE ALIENS 
WOUL? HAVE UNZERSTOO?. 


THE BENEDICT DIDN'T 
BELONG TO THOSE 
F baW Waar wae bert y, COADKIG Baw Tr 
I LOAZING 4. IT 
OF HIM SPATTERED BELONGED TO MB. 
DOWN IN THE LOAPING 
BAY, SAVED ME THE 


I CODLPN'T IMAGINE 
STEPHENS ALTLALLY 
JETTISONING THE 
LOAVERS--HE WAe Too 
PRUDENT FOR THAT. 


TE 
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DOES Hite 
MAKE ANY SENSE 
10 4OU7 BIONATIONAL~ 
THE GOVERNMENT--WE'RE 
ALL SUPPOSE? TO BE 
ON THE SAME 
BIE. 
THERE'RE 
NO 5176 ANYMORE-- 
AUST MONEY 


UZ aa 
ac 


a 
rz 


CHRIST--IM GETTING ~s, 
BARE NOMINALS ON 
ATMOSPHERE AN? THE 
GRUNTS ARE HARVLY |’ 
AFFECTED 





MY G09--I1'6--iIT NY COME ON, 5 < Wes 


FUSED OVT OF BONE, FOR CHRIST KK Z oy) 
PETRIFIED TISSUE-- SAKE-- STAY \) \ Y { 7] 
ANYTHING Leer ArreR /// TOGETHER, AWN SS g 
THE ALIENS-- \ =THINK ABOUT 









KQy Bene. 


TOW 


| 









a 




















So 


WHERE THE HELL 
ARE THEXT WHY DONT 
THEY ATTACK? 


WHY ARE 
WE STILL 
ALIVE? 
SOMETHING INB/DE- 
ZOMETHING MOVING: 
BLT IT'S NOT 
ATTACKING... 


SOMETHINGS 
WRONG. 


SOMETHING'S 
WRONG WITH THi6 
ENTIRE 


M166/0N-- 








TAL 





























JAMN-- 
WHAT'S THAT 
NOISET 





BOUNDS LIKE 
GUNFIBE-- 


jy “a 

A (VET 'SIOET THE 

GUNS FROM THE 
LANDER! 


1 FELT THE SHIP LURCH WHEN THE LANDER THE ALIENS DION'T WEEP LOVE. 
SEPARATE. BUTLER HAP LEFT WITH THEM LONELINES5--FBAR--THE CONCEPTS 
1 COUL? ABEL IT--THE SAME WAY t COLLD 
STILL FEEL HIS SKIN, 60 GENTLE, £0 waRm-- IX 
| 

NO. FORGET 

BUTLER. FORGET 

ERY THING 

coor, 





MM 


THEY'RE 

ALL AROUNZ VS-- 

IESU4 CHRIST, WE'RE 
SURROUNFES 


4OUR MARINES 
ARE G007 GETTING AWAY 
FROM THE HIVE, OVERPOWERING 
M4 PEOPLE--L MAY HAVE 
UNDERESTIMATE? 4OU- 


aur CY war 
THEY'LL GET . ~ ABOLT “OUR 
OVER IT. 5 MENT 


~~ 


PRINCIPAL 
OBJECTIVE WAS 
10 KEEP THE 
GOVERNMENT FROM 
SECURING AN 
ALIEN SPECIMEN. 
MISSION 
ALLOM-- 





SS 
y) N 


7]! 


Y_ con sarciy SN 
W BREATHE MDobEH- 
Koy BASTARP--7O 

SOMETHING-- 
See 




















REMOTE LANDER DESTRUCT 


THE SCIENTISTS 
WILL RAISE A FUSS 
OVER THE DESTRUCTION 
OF THE INBOARZ 
DOCUMENTATION. 


WELL. WE 
SEEM TO Have 
MISSED ONE. 


wHaT 
ARE 4OU7 SHIPS 
MASCOT? 


RELEASE 
HICKS. WOW, 


4Ov'KE VERY 
THE ALIEN WOULP HAVE PRETTY. YOU CAN'T BE 


ATTACKER WHAT WAS ONE OF THESE HAR?- 
WRONG WITH MET WHY AbS MARINES, 


i) 4OU'VE NEVER 
EVEN FIREC 
ONE OF THOSE 

THe- 


\ 


COLLON'T 1 FIRET \ 


> 
, q TLL BET 
> 


SHOOT Hh, 
IT WASN'T 
FAIR, 1 
WANTED TO 
BE WET 
LIME THEM. 


HOw 
COLL? YOU L/VE 
WITH YOURSELF 

MURDERING 
ANOTHER HUMAN 
BEING--7 
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NEE? WEAPONS. 
1 COVL? OPEN YOUR 


THROAT WITH MY 
FINGERS--FEEL THE 
BLOO? SPRAY COWN 

Me ARMS 


BUT YOU'RE 























“TR 
TO Loe 
A WEAPON 
AGAINST 











m™ 
THROMGH 
BUNNING. 








1 WAS WRONG. f WASN'T LIKE THE ALIEN--NOTHING 
TRULY HUMAN COLLP STAND SUCH EMPTINESS. 


Cwrone. 





\ Lon fR--4OU a 

x DON'T Scare Me 2 

BITCH. NOTHING 
SLaRES ME. 





SHIT. YOU 
. VON'T EVEN HAVE 
THE STRENGTH 
J 10-- 















































1 THOUGHT OF BUTLER. fy 
I THOLGHT OF OVR LOVE. 
eh, 
S \ TE 
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THIS |S NEWT 
YOU HAVE TO 
GET AWAY FROM 


ALTO ALL THE =O 
CONTROLS. EVERYTHING. 
Wf WE'LL HAVE TO TRANSFER, 
THE BENBZICTS NUKES 
10 THEIR LANZER 
AN SET THEM 
OURSELVES, 


L ONT 
CARE WHAT IT 
TAKES. IM GOING 
10 FINISH 
it. 


STEN 
TO ME. Wi GOING 
10 USE THE INTRUZERS 
LANGER TO RECOVER 
OU. 


FIN? 
SOMEWHERE 
SAFE TO WAIT 

‘OF 


WE MANAGE? TO 
SALVAGE THE BLASTERS 
ANZ AMMUNITION FROM THE 
LAN?ER. WE'RE GOING BACK 

10 THE HIVE, 





THe \ MEA 
= 
ave \ ~ ‘ : S WE HAVE TO-- S 
Ou 4OU : WE ALREATY LOST STErHENS-- 
. THOSE MEN IN THE LANPER, WE 
CAN'T LET ANYONE 


OF MARINE 
COUBAGET 


STEPHENS WAG A 
TRAITOR! THOSE MEN 
WERE GOING TO KILL 

YOU! PLEASE 


tm 
BEOOING 4OL-z 


WAIT 
FOR ME, 


4OU'RE ] << . 
WASTING TIME. < THEY WERE 
FORGET DEA? BEFORE 


THEM, - THE MISSION 
w~ . BEGAN-~ 


we 
HAVE 70 60 Ye 
BACK-- Ai 
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WE LALNGHED Massey's Hid FACE WAS REDUCED TO AN 
LANZER ANP BEGAN THE ABSTRACT BLUR--TINY ELECTRIC 
SLOW DESCENT 1 THE PULSES OF LIGHT AN? COLOR 
ALIENS HOMEWORLZ. 


TL COULP See 
BUTLER OVER 
THE SHIP'S 
MONITORS. 


HICKS IGNORES THE SCREENS, 
LOST IN Hib DREAMS OF 
VENGEANCE. AT LEAST HE 
STILL HAP THAT. 


THERE WERE 
NO PREANS 
LEFT FOR ME-- 


SHORT 
Cw), BURSTS, DAMN IT! MOTION 
CONSERVE YOUR } SENSORS ARE 
= FIRE! OFF THE StALE-- Jas 
S ~ THEY'RE ALL 
WER Vb--! 


= JUST THE STARK 
REALITY OF THE 
ALIEN-- 


a4 


Fa) 
7 























THE REST 
ARE DEAR BURN 
THESE ALIEN BASTARDS 
AN? THEN BACK 
Our-- 


























za \\} y <\. 
HICKS DROPPED THE LANDER JUST f --LIKE PHOSPHORESCENT SWIRLS OF 
OUTSIPE THE ALIEN HIVE. SAN? ANZ COLOR FLICKERING ACROSS THE 
DUET DANCED AROUND THE SHIP Like | \ LANPER'S FORWARP MONITOR. 
SOME MOCKING, ETHEREAL SMOKE x 


L THINK IT ANEW, I THINK IT WANTED TO 
TEACH ME A LESSON ABOUT THE FUTILITY 


OF LOVE--THE HORROR OF 7HLET>- 


ih /| 


1 cou? 
668 IT ALL 








DAMN IT, NEWT--I TRIEZ TO 
KEE? OL AWAY FROM HIM-- 
FROM ALL OF THEM-- 


WHY 90 WOU THINK THEY WENT BACK FOR THOSE 
BASTARS IN THE HIVE? THEIR PRINCIPAL 
FUNCTION I TO PRESERVE LIFE. HUMAN LIFE. 


THEY WERE--ENGINEERED- IST FOR 
THIS MISSION. SPENT THEIR WHOLE LIVES THEY'RE COST EFFICIENT ANZ 
LOCKER INSIZE THAT MARINE COMPOUND, EXPENCABLE, 4OU, ME, STEVENS --WE 

WAITING FOR 7H/& MOMENT. WERE THE ONLY HUMANS ON BOARZ 
Bs 2 


ha 


S| / 


yy 
NS 


\ THE ANDROIPS VEVELOPED SENSITIVITIES. THERE 
_ WERE QUESTIONS ABOLT THEIR EMOTIONAL 

THERE WERE INTERACTION PROBLEMS WITH EARLIER STABILITY--HOW THEY? REACT TO THE TRUTH-- 

MOVELS—HUMANS JUST PION'T L/KE THEM, 50 

THESE PROTOTYPES WERE DESIGNEV TO SOCMLIZE~ 


+50 WE TREATE? THEM Ab EQUALS-- 
THEY EAT LIKE VS, TALK LIKE Ub-- 


PLAYE? ALONG WITH THE DECEPTION: 





/=4]| 


STEPHENS WAS TRYING 
TO TEU THOSE BASTARDS JILET 
BEFORE THEY AULEZ HiM-- THE 
ALIENS NEET LIVING TIS5LE TO 
INCUBATE-- "BAIT." THATS 
A LAUGH. 


WHY-- 
PION'T 4OU-- 
TELL METZ 


CHRIST, NEWT, 
4OU WEREN'T SUPPOSED 
TO FALL IN LOVE WITH THEM-- 
I COLLON'T JEOPARDIZE THE 
MESION eae FOR 


WOV'RE WORSE THAN AA 
OF THEM. YOU'RE DEAP INSIDE-- 
MUST LIKE THE ALIENS--LIKE 
THAT 40N OF A BITCH 
I SH0or- 
TO THINK 1 
WANTE? To 6E 
LIKE HOU-- 


INSIZE AND LOCK 
DOWN-= 


a 


HICKS—-THE HATCH 


i> SEALE?- 


ONES 











On MH 
COP, THEY'RE 
OWTSIPE-- CRAWLING 
ACROSS THE 
HULL-- 


SHIT! THEY'VE EXTERNALS LOOKS LiKE 
CUT THE EXTERNAL CONTROL THE TELEMETRY NOBOPY'S GOING 
Feer-- AN? LADNCH ANYWHERE. 
FUNCTIONS 
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Goes ir 
MATTER? VoeS 
ANYTHNG MpTrER 

ANYMORET 


wet DON'T 
LEAVE _Me-- Ler 
Me FRETENP 
A Few MoRe 

SELONPS-- 


YEAH-- 

COME 10 FARM, 

WOU SON OF A 
BITCH-- 


Ces 
QIE_BErORE 
1 Let THEM 
TOUCH Me 

Ab 





ee 


y 


ay 
Ar Least-NoTHING | / 
HUMAN. 
@ - of 


WZ 





